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uninterested, stupid countenance generally attri-
buted to him. He has a fine head and will make
a good prince/*

Fleury who had the king's confidence tried to
discourage his more harmful qualities; he combated
his pride, his bursts of anger, his fits of brooding;
he endeavoured to make him proof against flattery,
intrigue and the intoxication of power. If he some-
times was not sufficiently firm and let himself be
blinded by a genuine affection, the impressionable
and complex character of his pupil excuses him.
To employ violence would have been a mistake;
severity and remonstrance could have done no
good; only persuasion had any effect. Impulsive
and self-willed, the child-king demanded the atten-
tion of a supple and discerning mind; already he
was a curious mixture of timidity and daring, of
boisterous cheerfulness and of melancholy, of piety
and of superstition. He excelled in winning the
hearts of those who met him; Marshall de Villars
and Villeroi thought him the most delightful and
most lovable child in the world.

Louis XV was eight at the time of Peter the
Great's journey to France. All memoir writers
speak of this event with a wealth of detail that
proves its importance. Sumptuously furnished
apartments at the Louvre were prepared for the
illustrious visitor. But he found them too luxurious
for a soldier, and installed himself at the Hotel
de Lesdiguieres; and that was where on 8th May